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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It’s been a very busy year at NEHA. 

As NEHA President, I’d like to share a brief overview of all that NEHA is working on, on behalf of the entire Environmental Health profession. 

From training, to advocating, to funding - and especially in light of the past 2 years of pandemic - the organization remains focused on supporting the EH workforce. 
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We are a mile wide and an inch deep
We don’t have name recognition



Our Broad Expertise is Required

Acrylamide

Agricultural Health

Air Pollution and Your Health
Algal Blooms

Allergens & Irritants

Aloe Vera

Alternatives to Animal Testing
Arsenic

Asthma

Autism

Autoimmune Diseases
Biomarkers

Bisphenol A (BPA)

Breast Cancer

Cancer

Cell Phone Radio Frequency Radiation
Chemical Mixtures

Children's Environmental Health
Climate Change

Cosmetics and Your Health
Dioxins

Dust Mites and Cockroaches

Electric & Magnetic Fields
Emergency Response
Endocrine Disruptors
Epigenetics

Essential Oils

Exposure Science

Flame Retardants
Formaldehyde

Gene and Environment Interaction
Ginkgo

Global Environmental Health and
Sustainable Development
Hazardous Material/\Waste
Hexavalent Chromium
Hydraulic Fracturing & Health
Indoor Air Quality
Inflammation

Kidney Disease

Lead

Lung Diseases

Mercury

Microbiome

Mold

Nanomaterials

Obesity

Ozone

Parkinson's Disease
Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl
Substances (PFAS)

Pesticides

Pet Allergens

Pollen

Radon

Reproductive Health

Safe Water and Your Health
Smoking and Vaping

Soy Infant Formula

Styrene

Toxicology

Weather Extremes

Women's Health and the Environment
Workers' Health


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences


Our Understanding of Human Needs is Key
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Presentation Notes
Core of Public Health

Environmental public health focuses on protecting groups of people from threats to their health and safety posed by their environments
Protecting people from environmental health threats requires an understanding of basic human needs and how the environment can affect them



Public Health Was Spearheaded by EH

*1895: APHA publishes the
Standard Methods for the
Examination of Water and
Sewage

°*1900: Walter Reed reports
at the APHA Annual
Meeting that mosquitoes
carry yellow fever

°*1905: APHA publishes the
Standard Methods for the
Examination of Milk”
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The following information from the American Public Health Association’s website demonstrating how Public Health was spearheaded by EHS Professionals”
1895: APHA publishes the Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and Sewage
1900: Walter Reed reports at the APHA Annual Meeting that mosquitoes carry yellow fever
1905: APHA publishes the Standard Methods for the Examination of Milk”
https://www.apha.org/ about-apha/our-history 



Other (please specify) 21
City or County Health Department 399
State Health Department 150
Federal Agency 28
Uniform Services 21
Tribal Health Services 9
Health Program within a U.S. Territory

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

WORKFORCE NEEDS Private Sector 73

ASSESSMENT IN RESPONSE TO

COVID-19 Academia 24

Bt adtcaiuiadindailhacnie Independent nonprofit (NGO) 8

QCTOBER 2020

Total 765



New Mission Anchored in Past & Future

To build, sustain and
empower an effective
environmental health

workforce.
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We anchored ourselves in these aspirational objectives with a new mission statement: To build, sustain, and empower an effective environmental health workforce. 

Our mission is about you. When we come to work, we ask “what is in the best interest of the local environmental health practitioner?” 

The change to the mission emphasizes the importance of supporting your education needs, helping to fill the gaps for the next generation of EH professionals, and advocating for policy on a national and local level, as well as providing funding that allows us to effectively do our jobs. 



New Vision Reflects New Era
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We also updated our vision. Healthy Environments. Protected Communities. Empowered Professionals. 

This change reflects our ultimate goal of healthy and safe environments for all communities and a valued and empowered environmental health workforce. 
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Exciting news – we created a new logo and brand that just launched October 25th.

The new design reflects the development of both NEHA and the profession. 

Here’s a fun animation the team created to bring it to life. CLICK TO PLAY VIDEO 

The bursting pedals signify a new era and excitement for what is possible for NEHA and the profession. 

The position of the pedals over the “eh” letters represent the shelter NEHA provides to the workforce through advocacy, education, and community. 

Finally, the range of blue colored pedals acknowledges the importance of including diverse perspectives and experience in order to address the environmental challenges of today and beyond. 

This new design will lead NEHA into the next century of building, empowering, and sustaining the EH profession. 



We Keep You Up-to-Date

40 Webinars

26 Training Courses
6 Twitter Chats

5 New Courses

REHS/RS Exam and Study Guide
Updated

New Instructor Evaluation
Rubric

PROFESSIONAL
e FOOD MANAGER
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To reach that vision, the NEHA team continues to provide training, webinars, presentations, and study materials to bring the latest practices and research to the EH workforce. 

In addition to teaching, we expanded our course offerings, adding Body Art, Public Accommodations, Cosmetology, Spanish Food Safety Issues in Event of Disaster, and Spanish Temporary Food Establishment courses. 

The REHS/RS exam and study guide have also been revised and updated, and a new instructor evaluation rubric was developed to continuously improve the content and delivery of NEHA courses. 

40 webinars reaching more than 2500 individuals 
Hosted 6 Twitter Chats reaching nearly 1 million impressions 
Provided 1,085 study materials 



We Share Innovations & Opportunities

* Journal of Environmental Health

* Training, Research, Funding
Opportunities

National Environmental Health Association
12,286 followers
3h.®

Our Annual Education Conference is quickly approaching, but there are still a few
opportunities for sponsorship. Visit neha.org/AEC to learn more about AEC and
remaining sponsorship opportunities.

National Environmental Health Association (NE... @neha.. - Apr7

° CDC’s National Center for Environmental Health has released an update to
the National Report on Human Exposure to Environmental Chemicals. The
report includes 155 new or updated data tables for 118 chemicals. Changes
to the Report are available at cdc.gov/exposurereport/.

SPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES
AVAILABLE

2022 AEC & Exhibition

Report on Human
Exposure to

Environmental
Chemicals

NEHA

E-NEWS

JOURNAL OF

Environmental Health

Dedicated to the advancement of the environmental health professional

IN THIS ISSUE
* Updates From NEHA

* NEMA 2022 AEC

~ Updates From the NEHA-
FDA RFFM Grant Program
- ER News

- EH Opportunity

+ Calendar o Events

)

NEHA 2022 General Election Results
Thank you o all NEHA eigible voing members who particpated
n the March election. Check out the 2022 elecion resuls and
mest the elected board members.

NEHA 2021 Annual Report
NEHA s please 1o announce the release of our 2021 Annual
Reportthat ighlghts the milestones and sucoesses we
actieved i 2021. The report demonstsates our continued

n envionmental health

NEHA Government Affairs Webinar Tomorrow

From credentialing lo PFAS and food freedom, environmental

healih conlinues o interest and concern polcy makers a federal
d state levels. NEH En .

5, on Apil 812 pm.

ton, issues, and liends realed o

ures and Congress,

SERVING UP

A RII IEPRIN =

fifteen dollars

Volume 79, Mo. 7 March 2017
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As part of the NEHA focus on sharing new research and best practices in the field of EH, the NEHA team publishes 10 issues of the Journal of Environmental Health each year, including more than 30 peer-reviewed articles. Each issue provided updates, innovations, and practice resources. A subscription to the Journal  is included with your membership to NEHA.

We also share opportunities from funding, to training, to awards daily on the NEHA listserv and social media. 





We Support Professionals & Communities

°Credentialing
*Continuing Education
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Part of our mission to empower the environmental health workforce includes supporting individuals and communities with funding, credentials, and resources.

We currently offer 6 credentials. 
Food Safety Auditor, Certified Foodborne Outbreak Investigator, REHS/RS, Certified in Comprehensive Food Safety, and Certified Professional – Food Safety. 

The NEHA team issued new credentials to more than 500 people last year, and approved more than 41,000 continuing education credits, all of which helps us to raise the profile and credibility of the profession. 

NEHA also licenses the REHS exam to states that have their own credentialing program. MN is an example of that – we use the NEHA exam but we have our own advisory council, applications, etc. 

The NEHA team has also been able to support state, local, tribal and territorial communities address environmental health issues by providing nearly $450,000 of pass-through funding to strengthen their environmental health systems.
Examples:
Support for jurisdictions participating in CDC’s NEARS program
Scholarships for the leadership institute
Funding for tribal entities and US territories building their EH infrastructure – specifically around childhood lead exposure (detecting and mitigation), and disaster relief / vector control issues
Health in all policies mini-grants
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We Support Emerging Professionals

°Internships
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We work to support the emerging workforce in a variety of tangible ways.

We offer 3 scholarships of $2500 each year for undergraduate and graduate students in conjunction with the American Academy of Sanitarians. Preference for these awards is given to students who indicate that they specifically intend to work as sanitarians or environmental health professionals, and not in related public health fields. The awards are intended to be used towards tuition and fees for their coursework. These scholarships are supported by a combination of private donations, NEHA fundraisers, and budgetary commitments from NEHA and AAS.

Moving into the next phase of EH career development, we also administer the National Environmental Public Health Internship program. This is a 400-hour paid internship opportunity for undergraduate and graduate students from programs that are accredited by the National Environmental Health Science and Protection Accreditation Council (EHAC). 

This workforce initiative supports the establishment of qualified and interested applicant pools to help meet current and future workforce needs across the nation. It also encourages environmental health students to consider careers in governmental environmental public health following graduation.

What might make this appealing to you – and the agencies you work for is that NEHA does the hard part – they recruit the students and they also pay for the student’s 400 hours. All you need to do is come up with a meaningful project for a student to work on and apply to NEHA. Applications for health departments to apply for spring 2023 placements are currently being accepted. 

And rounding out the development pipeline, with our Environmental Health Leadership Academy, NEHA offers a competitive, cohort-based, yearlong learning experience for future leaders in environmental health. It is an intensive and interactive program focusing on building skills in management, successful leadership strategies, community partnership, emergency management, and other tools to prepare the environmental health leaders of the future.



We Advocate for Environmental Health

Public Health Thank You Day
Letter to White House
Congressional Office Visits
Government Affairs Blog

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

Is should be

EHA Hill Da

TNarch 3, 2022

ded for their dedication and service to the United States on Public Health

Expressing the sense of Congress that public health p
Thank You Day, November 22, 2021.

Whereas the health, security, and well.-being of all peoile in the|

including environmental health. professiona

Whereas emerging and reemerging inlectious and Zoonotic diseases are an ongoing thr

Whereas COVID-19 has affirmed the dedication of public health profe

£t

United States is integral to a functioning democracy and strong economy;

S

¢ attributes of a thriving Nation;

he health of people in the United States and globally;

I health professionals,

%)

ol

public health

nurses, health educators, mental health professionals, microbiologists, and many other critical professionals;

Whereas the dedicated individuals who work to advance the public health play an instrumental role in lessening the burden of disease through research,

surveillance and monitoring, education, and prevention by developing strategies, tools, policies, and programs, and in so doing are essential to improving

quality of life and extending life expectancy;

Whereas public health professionals have continuously shown their value in reducing and abating health and environmental threats such as influenza, tracing and

addressing food-borne illnesses and other disease

and p

wellness by

ing healthy behaviors;

National Environmental
Health Association

7205 Colrado . Sute 1001 Denver, O 80246126
saftenenacr

June 4, 2021

President Joe Biden
Vice President Kamala Harris

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Public Health Workers in Response to COVID-19

President Biden and Vice President Harris,

7.4 billon from the American
Rescue Plan i , including $4.4
billion to state and i the

launch the Public Health AmeriCorps

On behalf o i , however, we
request bl

of the most intimate parts of our lives—our food, water, and ai. Regretfully, they are often
overlooked when investments in public health are made.
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We continue to strengthen our advocacy work on behalf of the workforce. 

Of particular note, in the last year our Government Affairs office worked with Representative Wittman from Virginia to incorporate language into Congressional Resolution 62. The concurrent resolution thanked the public health workforce for their dedication and service to the United States on Public Health thank you day. NEHA worked to ensure that environmental health professionals were specifically identified, along with epidemiologists, nurses, mental health professionals, and microbiologists, among others. 

NEHA also submitted a letter to the White House and Congress recommending that the environmental health workforce be included in the American Rescue Plan. And specifically call out environmental health as a discipline eligible for funding dedicated for hiring and training public health workers in response to COVID-19.  

Our 2022 Hill Day with Congress was very successful with our NEHA staff and Board members visiting 44 congressional offices to talk about the importance of environmental health to their constituents. 






We Elevate Best Practices

* Policy
Statements
* Credentialing

Mapping

EH Credential Required by Statute, by State NATIONAL

— | [ PROFESSIONAL
Q \ el FOOD MANAGER
WEBINAR ONLINE COURSE
Collaborative Pilot-Scale Evaluation
R I f E H 3 and lon Exchange Medias for
o e o I n Removal of PFAS from Groundwate

NEHA
OOO Policy Statement
of Granular Activate Carbon (GAC)

Adopted: November 2021 [—
Policy Sunset: November 2024 -~ ; j . What's the Relationship"

“actors and Flud Crime Rates

Policy statements are shared with local, state,
and federal policy makers, including both the
executive and legislative branches and relevant
environmental and public health boards.
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Part of supporting the EH workforce also includes doing the research on best-practices and law on behalf of our local, tribal, state, and territory EH communities.

First, the NEHA team acknowledged the role that diversity and inclusion play in environmental health and justice by creating the Dr. Walker Diversity and Inclusion award. 

The team also wrote 6 new policy statements in support of the EH workforce. Each policy statement is shared with policy-makers and can be used by EH teams at local, tribal, state, and territory levels to support changes in policy and funding. 

We also completed the credentialing map project which outlines where credentials are required or accepted across the country with the goal of helping decision-makers understand the value of credentials for EH professionals. 



We Connect Experts to Share Knowledge

® National Environmental
Assessment Reporting
System (NEARS)

® Private Water Network

® Climate and Health
Community

® Concurrent Disasters
Community of Practice

® Environmental Health Strike
Team Standard Community
of Practice
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One of the best ways to strengthen the EH profession is to connect with others doing the same work. 

The NEHA team is working to facilitate these connection with peers through specialty groups like the National Environmental Assessment Reporting System, or NEARS, group with126 members who focus on outbreak investigation and data, and the Private Water Network with 179 members who focus on water quality related to private wells. 

Other communities include those for climate and health, EH internships, concurrent disasters, and EH strike team.   



Get Involved with NEHA

Technical Advisors

Credential Exam
Reviewers

Peer reviewers for Journal
of Environmental Health

Subject Matter Experts
Committees

NEHA Board of Directors
Day in the Life blog

AEC session proposals
NEHA awards
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There is no substitute for connecting in-person. The jolt of inspiration and energy that we come away from these events with is something that is just not found in online trainings.

I’m very much looking forward to seeing you in-person somewhere in the near future, though. One of the opportunities that I know of for sure will be next year’s NEHA Annual Educational Conference, which will be in New Orleans the last week of July. If you’ve never been to a NEHA AEC, that will be a really fun one to try to get to – so put that on your calendars. 

A little bit closer to home, we will be having a Region 4 affiliate conference next October. We typically have done this every other year, and then COVID threw a little wrench in the schedule, but we are back on track. All of the Region 4 states are invited to attend this event, which is going to be hosted by the North Dakota Environmental Health Association and held alongside the NCAFDO conference. It will be held in Fargo, and the dates are October 17-19, 2023. So keep your eyes open for more information to come about that event. 


Contact Me

Gary.Brown@eku.edu
Work: 859-622-1992
Cell: 859-539-2408



http://ehs.eku.edu/sites/ehs.eku.edu/files/people_images/Joe_pic_2.jpg
http://ehs.eku.edu/sites/ehs.eku.edu/files/people_images/Joe_pic_2.jpg
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